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Amended Procedures for Highly Sensitive Documents 
 
 
The United States District Court for the Southern District of New York announces amended 
procedures for the filing of Highly Sensitive Documents (“HSDs).  These procedures are intended to 
protect the security of certain highly confidential sealed filings.   
 
Highly Sensitive Documents comprise a limited group of sealed documents or other materials that 
contain sensitive, but unclassified, information that warrant exceptional handling and storage 
procedures to prevent significant consequences that could result if such information were obtained or 
disclosed in an unauthorized manner.  Although frequently related to law enforcement materials, 
especially sensitive information in a civil case could also qualify for HSD treatment. 
 
By Amended Standing Order of the Court (21-MC-0006), any party that believes its filing should be 
treated as an HSD should utilize the Court’s procedures found in the Standing Order (attached) and the 
assigned judge’s Individual Practices. 
 
In conjunction with amendments to the Standing Order, revisions have also been made to the 
associated ECF Rule, 6.16, concerning HSDs (attached). 
 
Questions may be directed to the ECF Help Desk by telephone at (212) 805-0800 or by email at 
helpdesk@nysd.uscourts.gov. 
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United States District Court 
Southern District of New York 

 
Revision to the ECF Rules & Instructions 

 
 

  
         Rev. June 27, 2024 

Highly Sensitive Documents 
 
 
 
6.16  What is a Highly Sensitive Document? 
 
As defined in See the Court’s Amended Standing Order Re: Procedures for the Filing, Service and 
Management of Highly Sensitive Documents, 21-MC-0006 for more information, subject to approval by a 
judge, a document may be deemed a Highly Sensitive Document if these Rules & Instructions otherwise 
permit the document to be filed on the ECF system and (1) it contains classified information or 
information that could harm national security; or (2) its disclosure could reasonably be expected to cause 
exceptionally grave damage or injury to any person, entity or institution. 
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