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GENERAL RULES FOR THE SOUTHERN AND
EASTERN DISTRICTS OF NEW YORK

RULE 1—Judge and Clerk

(a) The word “judge,” wherever occurring in any rule of
this court, shall mean any judge or justice authorized by law to
serve in this court;

(b) The words “chief judge,” wherever so occurring, shall
apply also to a judge temporarily performing the duties of chief
judge under 28 U. S. C. Sec. 136(e);

(c) The word “clerk,” wherever so occurring, shall include
a deputy clerk designated by the clerk to perform services of the
general class provided for in the rule.

RULE 2—Terms of Court; Long and Complicated Cases

(a) A regular term of court shall commence on the first
Monday of each month.

The judges shall periodically adopt schedules of assignment
of judges and division of the work of the court and the judges
shall preside in the several parts and perform the work thus
assigned. The chief judge shall file with the clerk such schedules
as adopted.

(b) The (Southern) chief judge [(Eastern) with the
approval of his associate judges], upon his own motion or the
motion of any party, may assign a long and complicated case
to a judge for all purposes including the following: (1) to hear
all motions and preliminary applications; (2) to conduct the
pre-trial conference; and (3) to preside at the trial of the action.

The motion of a party for such assignment shall be supported
by an affidavit setting forth the nature of the action, the issues
involved, the approximate number of witnesses and exhibits and
any other facts indicating that the cause will be long and com-
plicated, with an estimate of the duration of the trial.
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RULE 3—Admission to the Bar

(a) A member in good standing of the bar of the State of
New York, who has been such for at least one year, or a member
in good standing of the bar of a United States district court in
New Jersey, Connecticut or Vermont and of the bar of the
State in which such district court is located, provided such
district court by its rules extends a corresponding privilege to
members of the bar of this court, may be admitted to practice
in this court on compliance with the following provisions:

Each applicant for admission shall file with the clerk of this
court, at least ten days prior to hearing thereon (unless, for good
cause shown, the judge shall shorten the time), a verified written
petition for admission stating: (1) his residence and office
address; (2) the time when, and court where, admitted; (3) his
legal training and experience; (4) whether he has ever been held
in contempt of court, and if so the nature of the contempt and
the final disposition thereof; (5) whether he has ever been
censured, suspended or disbarred by any court and, if so, the
facts and circumstances connected therewith; and (6) that he
has read and is familiar with (a) the provisions of the Judicial
Code (Title 28, U. S. C.) which pertain to the jurisdiction of,
and practice in, the United States district courts, (b) the Rules
of Civil Procedure for the district courts; (c) the Rules of
Criminal Procedure for the district courts; (d) the Rules of the
United States District Court for the Southern (Eastern) District
of New York; and (e) that he has read the Canons of Ethics of
the American Bar Association, and will faithfully adhere thereto.

The petition shall be accompanied by an affidavit of an
attorney of this court who has known the applicant for at least
one year, stating when the affiant was admitted to practice in
this court, how long and under what circumstances he has known
the applicant, and what he knows of the applicant’s character and
experience at the bar. Such petition shall be placed at the head
of the calendar and, on the call thereof, the attorney whose
affidavit accompanied the petition shall personally move the
admission of the applicant. If the petition is granted, the
applicant shall take the oath of office and sign the roll of
attorneys.



(Eastern District only: Each applicant, upon admission to
practice in the Eastern District shall pay to the clerk the statutory
admission fee, and, in addition, shall pay a fee of Eight Dollars
($8.00), which the clerk shall deposit to the credit of the Library
Fund of the court.)

(b) A member in good standing of the bar of the United
States District Court for the Southern (Eastern) District of
New York may be admitted to the bar of this court without
formal application (1) upon filing in this court a certificate of
the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Southern
(Eastern) District of New York, issued within 30 days, that he
is a member in good standing of the bar of that court and (2)
upon taking the oath of office, signing the roll of attorneys of
this court and paying the fee required in this district.

(c) A member in good standing of the bar of any state,
or of any United States district court, may upon motion be
permitted to argue or try a particular cause in whole or in
part as counsel or advocate. Only an attorney or proctor of this
court may enter appearances for parties, sign stipulations or
receive payments upon judgments, decrees or orders.

RULE 4—Attorneys of Record and Parties Appearing Pro Se

(a) No member of the bar of this court not having an office
within the Southern or Eastern District of New York shall appear
as attorney or proctor of record in any cause without designating
with his initial notice or pleading a member of the bar of either
district having an office within the Southern or Eastern District
of New York upon whom service of papers may be made.

(b) A party appearing pro se shall file with his initial notice
or pleading either (1) a designation of an address within the
Southern or Eastern District of New York at which service of
papers may be made upon him, in which case service may be
made upon him at that address in like manner as service may be
made upon an attorney, or (2) a designation of the clerk of the
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court in which the action is brought as the person upon whom
service may be made, and an address to which the clerk may
mail any papers so served upon the clerk. The clerk within
three (3) days of the receipt of papers so served shall mail them
to the party at that address.

Any application for leave to serve any papers in less than five
days before the return day, upon a party who has so designated
the clerk, shall contain a statement of such designation.

RULE 5—Discipline of Attorneys

(a) The chief judge shall have charge of all matters relating
to the discipline of members of the bar.

(b) The court may make an order in a disciplinary proceed-
ing disbarring, suspending or censuring, or taking such other
action as justice may require, with respect to a member of the
bar of this court

(1) who has resigned from the bar of a court of any
State, Territory, District, Commonwealth or Possession;

(2) who has been disbarred, suspended from practice
or censured in any State, Territory, District, Common-
wealth or Possession;

(3) who has been convicted of a crime involving
moral turpitude in any State, Territory, District, Common-
wealth or Possession; or

(4) who is guilty of conduct unbecoming a member
of the bar of this court. Without limiting the generality of
the foregoing, such misconduct shall be deemed to include
fraud, deceit, malpractice, conduct prejudicial to the admin-
istration of justice, or violation of the Canons of Ethics of
the American Bar Association or of the New York State Bar
Association.

(c) Cases within subdivisions (1), (2) and (3) of Para-
graph (b) may be referred by the chief judge to the United States
Attorney, who shall proceed against the respondent by a petition
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setting forth the charges against him and an order requiring him
to show cause within thirty days after service thereof on him, per-
sonally or by mail, of the petition and order why he should not
be disciplined. Upon the filing of such a petition the chief judge
may, for good cause, temporarily suspend the respondent, pend-
ing the determination of the proceeding. Upon respondent’s
answer to the petition, the chief judge may set the matter for
prompt hearing before a court of one or more judges, or may
appoint a master to hear and report his findings and recommen-
dations. After such a hearing or report, or if no timely answer
is made by the respondent, the court shall take such action as
justice may require.

(d) Cases within subdivision (4) of Paragraph (b) shall be
presented to the chief judge, and, if he deems the charges of
professional misconduct of sufficient weight, he shall refer them
for preliminary investigation and recommendation to a bar asso-
ciation in the county where the member has his office or in his
discretion to the United States Attorney. The recommendation
shall be presented to the chief judge.

Thereupon, with the approval of the chief judge, the United
States Attorney or counsel designated by the court shall proceed
against the respondent by a petition setting forth the charges
against him and an order requiring him to show cause within
thirty days after service on him, personally or by mail, of the
petition and order why he should not be disciplined. Upon
respondent’s answer to the petition, the chief judge may set the
matter for prompt hearing before a court of one or more judges,
or may appoint a master to hear and report his findings and
recommendations. After such a hearing or report, or if no
timely answer is made by the respondent, the court shall take

such action as justice may require.

(e) The court, with the consent of the respondent, may order
a disciplinary hearing to be private and direct the papers to be
sealed and impounded.

(f) Whenever it appears that an attorney at law admitted
to practice in the court of any State, Territory, District, Com-
monwealth or Possession is convicted of any crime, or is disbarred
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or suspended, in this court, the clerk shall transmit to the court
of the State, Territory, District, Commonwealth or Possession
where the attorney was admitted to practice a certified copy of
the judgment of conviction or order of disbarment or suspension
and a statement of his last known office and residence addresses.

(g) A visiting lawyer permitted to argue or try a particular
cause in accordance with Rule 3(c) who is found guilty of
professional misconduct may be precluded from again appearing
at the bar of this court. Upon the entry of an order of preclu-
sion, the clerk shall transmit to the court of the State, Territory,
District, Commonwealth or Possession where the attorney was
admitted to practice, a certified copy thereof, and of the court’s
opinion.

RULE 6—TFiling Papers: Supplying Marked Pleadings for Trial

(a) Unless a judge of this court shall otherwise direct, no
paper shall be received for filing unless (1) it is plainly written,
a typed ribbon copy or printed, without erasures or interlineations
which materially deface it, (2) it bears the index number, if any,
assigned to the action or proceeding and (3) it bears endorsed
upon the cover the name, office and post office address and
telephone number of the attorney or proctor of record for the
party filing the same.

(b) Counsel for plaintiff or libelant shall at least one day
before a case is scheduled to actually go to trial (unless a shorter
time is allowed by the judge) supply to the judge designated to
preside at the trial a ribbon copy of marked pleadings which
shall consist of the following:

(1) a copy of the complaint or libel and of any third
party complaint or third party libel briefly indicating in
the margin thereof, at each numbered paragraph or article
thereof, the manner in which the defendant or respondent,
or any third party defendant or respondent-impleaded who
has filed an answer thereto, treats the allegations contained
in said paragraph of the complaint or libel or third party
complaint or third party libel;
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(2) a complete and accurate copy of each answer
filed by the defendant or respondent or any third party
defendant or respondent-impleaded in the cause, similarly
marked in case a reply has been filed;

(3) a complete and accurate copy of each reply filed
in the cause.

(c¢) Interrogatories and answers thereto.

(1) Filing of interrogatories to parties and answers
thereto.

(i) Interrogatories served pursuant to Rule 33
of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure or Rule 31 of
the Rules of Practice in Admiralty and Maritime Cases
shall be filed by the propounder within two days after
service thereof.

(ii) The party to whom such interrogatories are
directed shall file his answers thereto within two days
after service thereof.

(2) Filing of deposition of witness upon written inter-
rogatories. The officer before whom the deposition of a
witness by written interrogatories is taken pursuant to Rule
31 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure shall file or
mail the deposition, together with a copy of the inter-
rogatories and notice of taking, within two days after the
deposition has been completed in accordance with Rule
31(b) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.

RULE 7—Transfer of Cases to Another District

In a case ordered transferred from this district, the clerk,
unless otherwise ordered, shall upon the expiration of five days
mail to the court to which the case is transferred (1) certified
copies of the court’s opinion ordering the transfer, of its order
thereon, and of the docket entries in the case, and (2) the
originals of all other papers on file in the case.
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RULE 8—Naturalization Days

The petitions of aliens to become citizens of the United
States shall be heard on (Eastern) Tuesday and Thursdays,
[ (Southern) Mondays] and on any other day fixed by the court.

RULE 9—Motions

(a) Except as otherwise provided by statute, rule or order of
the court, notice of motion in all actions or proceedings shall be
in the time and manner as provided in the Rules of Civil Pro-
cedure for the United States District Courts.

(b) Upon any motion the moving party shall serve and file
with the motion papers a memorandum setting forth the points
and authorities relied upon in support of the motion divided,
under appropriate headings, into as many parts as there are
points to be determined. The opposing party shall serve and
file with the papers in opposition to the motion an answering
memorandum, similarly divided, setting forth the points and
authorities relied upon in opposition. Failure to comply may be
deemed sufficient cause for the denial of the motion or the grant-
ing of the motion by default as the case may be.

(c) The notice of motion, supporting affidavits and memo-
randa, with proof of due service, shall be served in accordance
with the following:

(1) All motions and exceptions under Rule 26 through
37 inclusive of the Rules of Civil Procedure, and under
Rules 27 and 30 (insofar as they apply to interrogatories),
31, 32, 32A, 32B and 32C of the Rules of Practice in
Admiralty and Maritime Cases, shall be served at least five
(5) days before the return day unless otherwise provided
by statute or directed by the court. Where such service is
made opposing affidavits and answering memoranda of law
shall be served no later than noon of the day preceding the
return day.

(2) In: All other motions except those in criminal pro-
ceedings, or for preferences, or in cases assigned to a judge
for all purposes; all bankruptcy proceedings which are
required to be conducted before a judge (other than jury
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